Child Youth and
Family Services Act
2017

This is the Provincial Act that Child Welfare
Agencies in Ontario must follow. The
Government of Ontario is committed to the
following

The rights of children must be respected.
Children’s voices must be heard.

Child welfare services should be child-
centred. They should help children maintain
connections to their communities.

Child welfare agencies should follow the
Human Rights Code and the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms.

Racism creates many barriers and problems for
children and families. Child welfare agencies
must keep this in mind as they work with
FNIM families. They should be working to
remove barriers and fight racism.

FNIM peoples (see United Nations Declaration
of Rights of Indigenous Peoples), have their
own laws, and their own distinct cultural,
political and historical ties to the Province of
Ontario.

Jordan’s Principle must be respected. That
means that if an FNIM child needs a service,
that service should be provided. Sorting out
which agency should pay for it can happen
later.

We believe:

To help FNIM children become happy, healthy and
resilient, they need to be grounded in their cultures.

FNIM peoples should care for their children in
accordance with their distinct cultures, heritages
and tradition. Honouring these things is essential to
helping them thrive and nurturing their well-being.

BILL C-92

Bill C-92 is a Federal Act that speaks to the rights of
FNIM children, youth and families.

With this bill, the Government, recognizes:

Residential schools and other government policies caused
harm and trauma that is still affecting people over many
generations today.

FNIM women and girls have been treated unfairly by
child welfare and other government agencies. Because of

this they deserve additional supports.

FNIM children need to be reunited with their families
and communities.

FNIM peoples have the right to self-determination. This
means they have the right to govern themselves, including
having their own child and family services.

Child Welfare Agencies need to:

Respect the laws, rights, treaties, histories, cultures,

languages, customs and traditions of the FNIM people
they work with.

Take into account the unique circumstances and
needs of FNIM elders, youth, children, persons with
disabilities, women, men and gender-diverse persons
and two-spirit persons.

Ensure that there are no gaps in services for FNIM
children, whether or not they live on a reserve.

Eliminate the over-representation of FNIM children
involved with Child Welfare.

Encourage the government to enact legislation for the
benefit of FNIM children.

What does this all
mean for you?

As an Indigenous family, you have the right to have
your heritage, traditions and culture treated with
respect.

As an Indigenous family, you have the right to have
a worker who will connect you with appropriate
services to help you heal from the trauma you and
your family have been through, and to help you find
supports that fit your culture.

As an indigenous family, you have a right to have
a worker who will work hard to keep your family
together.



Connect with the Team

To learn more about our services for Indigenous
families please contact your worker at:

519-576-0540

If you don’t have a worker use extension
2769 (2ROW)

or by email:

FNIMservices@facswaterloo.org
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Our Vision

A caring community where children and their
families thrive.

Our Mission

Building relationships with families and
communities for the well-being and safety of
children and youth.

" FAMILY &
CHILDREN'S SERVICES
J OF THE WATERLOO REGION

Help Today for a Better Tomorrow

Links

Child, Youth and Family Services Act:

www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/17c14

The Ontario Human Rights Code:

www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code

Charter of Rights and Freedoms:

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/const/page-15.
html

United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP):

www.un.org/development/desa/
indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-
indigenous-peoples.html

Bill C-92:

www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/42-1/
bill/C-92/first-reading

Jordan’s Principle

https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-
canada/services/jordans-principle.htmlbill/C-92/
first-reading
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Are you First Nations?
Inuit? Metis?

Know Your Rights!

There are several laws that protect your rights
when you are involved with child welfare. Here
is a brief summary. Links are included on

the back of the brochure if you want to learn
more. If you need any clarification about this
information, please speak to your F&CS worker.
FNIM is an abbreviation for First Nations, Inuit
& Metis.



